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Curriculum Vitae Em. prof. dr. Paul A. Kirschner, dr.h.c. 
 
Personal 
Name Paul Arthur Kirschner 
Date of Birth December 3, 1951 in New York City, USA 
Address Prins Clausstraat 48, 6433JR Hoensbroek, The Netherlands 
Civil state Married, 4 children 
Nationality Dutch 
 
Education 
December 1991 Open University of the Netherlands – PhD Thesis on Practicals in Higher Science 

Education 
October 1978 City University of Amsterdam (UvA) – Masters in Educational Psychology – 

Master’s Thesis on Adjunct Questions in Videotaped Learning Materials 
September 1975 City University of Amsterdam - Bachelor in Psychology 
December 1972 State University of New York at Stony Brook, New York, USA - Bachelor of Arts 

in Psychology and Teacher Certification in Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry and 
General Science 

June 1968 Bronx High School of Science, New York City, USA 
 
Present functions 
• Professor Emeritus at the Open University of the Netherlands 
• Doctor Honoris Causa on the University of Oulu, Finland 
• Guest Professor at Thomas More University of Applied Science, Mechelen, Belgium 
• Visiting Professor of Education with a special emphasis on Learning and Interaction in Teacher 

Education at the University of Oulu, Finland 
• Fellow of the American Educational Research Association 
• Fellow of the International Society for the Learning Sciences 
• Fellow of the Netherlands Institute for Advanced Study in the Humanities and Social Science 
• Owner kirschner-ED 
 
Previous work experience 
2015-2019 Distinguished University Professor on the Open University of the Netherlands and 

Professor of Educational Psychology with a special emphasis on Learning and 
Cognition, Open University of the Netherlands 

2011-2015 Open University of the Netherlands: Chair of Fostering Effective, Efficient and 
Enjoyable Learning programme at the Welten Institute, Centre for Learning, Teaching 
and Technology 
Member of the Management Team of Welten Institute, Centre for Learning, 
Teaching and Technology 

2008 - 2011 Utrecht University: Professor of Educational Sciences with a special emphasis on 
Educational Psychology and ICT and Chair of the Research Programme Learning in 
Interaction 

2003 – 2008 Open University of the Netherlands: Professor of Educational Technology, 
Educational Technology Expertise Center (OTEC), Open University of the 
Netherlands 

1999 – 2003 Maastricht University: Professor of Contact and Distance Education at the Faculty 
of General Sciences / Knowledge Engineering (½ time) 
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1983 – 2003 Open University of the Netherlands, Educational Technology Expertise Center 
(OTEC): Educational technologist, project team manager and researcher, member of 
the management board, senior educational technologist and researcher (½ time) 

1979 – 1983 Wolters-Noordhoff Publishing Inc. in Groningen, Department of Study and 
Research: Researcher and course(ware) designer 

1977 – 1979 City University of Amsterdam: Graduate assistant at the Department of General 
and Comparative Education 

1975 – 1978 Commission for Bibliography and Documentation Amsterdam: Documentalist 
International Nuclear Information Service 

1976 – 1977 Neighborhood centre ‘De Schoor’ in Hoorn: English teacher 
1972 – 1973 Middle Island Middle School, Long Island, USA: Mathematics, Biology and General 

Science teacher 
 
Areas of expertise 
• Computer Supported Collaborative Learning 
• Lifelong learning 
• Information and communication technology in education – Initial and life long 
• Practicals in higher education for the acquisition of cognitive, academic skills and competencies 
• Development of learning materials for teacher extensive education and distance learning 
• Design of electronic study environments for education 
• Text characteristics and learning processes 
• Learning, practice, and assessment of skills and competencies 
 
Selected functions in scientific organizations and involvement in scientific journals, etc. 
• Chief Editor of the Journal of Computer Assisted Learning 
• Commissioning Editor of Computers in Human Behavior 
• Member of the Advisory Council of the Beroepsvereniging Academici Basisonderwijs 

(Professional Association Academics Primary Education) 
• Member Editorial Board of Australasian Journal of Educational Technology 
• Member RED-Team Onderwijs 
• Columnist Didactief (Kirschner Kiest) 
 
Former functions  
• President of the International Society for the Learning Sciences 2010-2011 
• Program Chair of Fostering Effective, Efficient and Enjoyable Learning program at the Welten 

Institute, Centre for Learning, Teaching and Technology, Open University of the Netherlands 
• Member of the Management Team of Welten Institute, Centre for Learning, Teaching and 

Technology, Open University of the Netherlands  
• Scientific Director of the Netherlands Laboratory for Lifelong Learning(NeLLL), Open 

University of the Netherlands 
• Program Chair of Learning and Cognition program at the Centre for Learning Sciences and 

Technologies (CELSTEC), Open University of the Netherlands 
• Director of Research on Learning and Cognition for Lifelong Learning, Netherlands Laboratory 

for Lifelong Learning (NeLLL), Open University of the Netherlands 
• Dean of the Research Master Educational Sciences, Utrecht University 
• Member of the Board of Studies of the Graduate School for Behavioural and Social Science, 

Utrecht University 
• Chair of the Research Centre Learning in Interaction, Utrecht University 
• Member of the management team of the Langeveld Institute for Pedagogic and Educational 

Research, Utrecht University 
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• Chair of the discipline group Educational Sciences, Utrecht University 
• Member Executive Committee van CSCL-ISLS (Computer Supported Collaborative Learning - 

International Society for the Learning Sciences) 
• Member of the Scientific Technical Council (WTR) of the Foundation for Netherlands 

University Computing Centers (SURF) 
• Chair of the Advisory Board of the Learning, Educational Achievement and Life Course 

Development (LEAD) graduate school at Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen, Germany 
• Chair of AERA Division C International Research and Scholarship Committee (2009-2010) 
• Member of the Scientific Committee of eLearn Center Research Series, Universitat Oberta de 

Catalunya, Spain 
• Holder IBM International Chair in Computer Science 1999-2000 at the University of Ghent, 

Belgium 
• Member Educational Council of the Netherlands (portfolio ICT / Initial and Life Long 

Learning) 
• Visiting Professor at the Universitat Oberta de Catalunya (Open University of Catalonia), 

Barcelona, Spain 
• Member of the Advisory Council of the Stoas Professional University Master of Learning and 

Instruction for (Green) Education and Companies 
• Associate Editor of Computers in Human Behavior 
• Member Editorial Board of British Journal of Educational Technology 
• Chair International Conference of the Learning Sciences 2008 
• Member Program Committee for the International Conference on Computer-Supported 

Collaborative Learning, Hong Kong, June/July 2011 
• Member Advisory Commission Information Management, Utrecht University 
• Member of the Standing Committee for the Scholarship and Science, Utrecht University 
• Member of the FWO-Expert Panel G&M3: Psychology, Pedagogy, Didactics and Social Work 

2014-2017 [Research Foundation - Flanders (FWO)] 
• Chair Special Interest Group ‘Design of Electronic Learning Environments’ of the European 

initiative PROMETEUS (PROmoting Multimedia access to Training in the European Society) of 
DG XIII 

• Member Program commission for the Dutch National Educational Research Conference 2001 in 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands 

• Member Program commission for the Dutch National Educational Research Conference 2003 in 
Heerlen, The Netherlands 

• Programme Chair EC-TEL2010 
• Programme Chair Open Education 2010 
• Co-chair Interuniversity Centre for Education and Educational Research, Theme I: Innovative 

Learning Environments 
• Chair Bachelor–Master Commission of the Three Country Engineering Consortium 

(Drielanden Ingeneurs Kontakt) 
• Member VSNU (Dutch University Consortium) Educational Audit Informatics and Technical 

Informatics 2001 
• Member VSNU (Dutch University Consortium) Educational Audit Electrotechnical 

Engineering 2004 
• Member VLIR (Flemish University Consortium) Educational Audit Informatics and Technical 

Informatics 2001 
• Member preparation group for the European Commission (DG III) call over Experimental 

School Environments 
• Scientific adviser School of the Future (Koning Willem I College in ’s-Hertogenbosch) 
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• Member Executive Advisory Committee of the Anderson Center for Innovation in 
Undergraduate Education, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, US 

• Evaluator of grants for innovation in the Vocational and Adult Education Network and the 
Dutch Knowledge Network (BVEnet and Kennisnet) 

• Member College of Referents of the Dutch National Science Foundation (NWO) 
• Panelist NSF-ALT program (National Science Foundation – Washington DC) 
• Member Institute of Education Sciences Mathematics and Science Education Research Scientific 

Review Panel 
• Member Executive board of the Netherlands Educational Research Association (VOR) 
• Chair division Learning and Instruction of the Netherlands Educational Research Association 

(VOR) 
• Co-Chair Special Interest Group 6 (Learning and Instruction with Computers) of the European 

Association for Research on Learning and Instruction (earli) 
• Member Strategic Advisory Board of ELEGI – European Learning GRID Initiative 

(http://www.elegi.org/ - FP6 - IST - Technology-enhanced learning and access to cultural 
heritage) 

• Member Scientific Committee for Integrating Content and Language in Higher Education 
(Maastricht University, June 28 - 1 July 2006) 

• Editor Educational Lexicon “Implementation of ICT in Education” (Onderwijskundig Lexicon) 
• Consulting editor van International Review of Research in Open and Distance Learning 
• National correspondent European Association of Research on Learning and Instruction (earli) 
• Evaluator proposals for the bi-annual meetings van de European Association of Research on 

Learning and Instruction (EARLI) 
• Member Jury (Dutch representative) in the European Schoolnet Project (eSCHOLA) 
• Member Program Committee of the IADIS International Conference on Cognition and 

Exploratory Learning in Digital Age (CELDA 2006, CELDA2007) 
• E-Columnist Edusite 
• Columnist Van 12 tot 18 (paul) 
• e-Columnist COTimes 
• Member Research Community Advisory Board of the 16th International Conference on 

Computers in Education – CSCL & Learning Sciences (ICCE 2008) 
• Member Program Committee of the First World Summit on the Knowledge Society (Open 

Research Society) 
• Member Editorial Review Board Research in Management Education and Development 

(http://management-education.net/ed_board.html) 
• Member of the Scientific Council of Project Brain (Continium Science Center) 
• Member of the Evaluation Commission Applied Research of the Netherlands Initiative for 

Education Research [NRO; Nationaal Regieorgaan Onderwijsonderzoek] 
• Member of the Evaluation Commission Behaviour and Education [Gedrag en Onderwijs] 2014 

for Research Talent of the Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO) 
 

http://www.elegi.org/
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